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International

for human rights

February 16, 2026

Subject: Inquiry Regarding Preventative Safeguards for RIT Community Members in the UAE

To: Dr. William H. Sanders, President, Rochester Institute of Technology
Cc: RIT Board of Trustees

Dear Dr. Sanders,

We are writing on behalf of Skyline International for Human Rights (SIHR) to inquire about the protections
currently in place for students and faculty at the RIT Dubai campus. As part of an initiative involving several
international universities operating in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), we are engaging with institutional
leadership to ensure that global academic standards and student safety are prioritized.

Recent developments in the UAE have brought to the forefront concerns regarding the ability of international
branch campuses to uphold their commitment to academic freedom. Of particular concern is the May 2024
incident in which a PhD student at a peer institution was detained and subsequently deported following a
peaceful expression of solidarity during a graduation ceremony.* Reports from human rights groups like
Amnesty International further point to a wider pattern in which local security measures have reportedly
involved the interrogation of community members and restrictions on cultural symbols.? These documented
instances serves as a stark warning of the risks faced by all international academic communities in the
country.

This situation is unfolding within a broader crackdown on peaceful expression and intellectual inquiry across
the UAE. The recent mass trial of the "UAE 84," which resulted in life sentences for academics like Dr. Nasser
bin Ghaith, signals a total rejection of diverse viewpoints and critical scholarship.? Furthermore, the rollout of
new digital reporting tools means students and faculty operate in an environment where digital interactions
are increasingly subject to state scrutiny.*

The UAE’s Federal Decree Law No. 34 of 2021 allows for the criminalization of speech deemed harmful to the
state.” However, current repressive practices appear to be in direct conflict with Article 30 of the UAE
Constitution, which guarantees freedom of opinion®, and the UAE's 2023 commitments to the UN Universal
Periodic Review (UPR).
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To help us understand RIT’s commitment to its student and faculty members abroad, we respectfully request
information on the following by February 23, 2026:

1. Has RIT conducted a formal review of the safety protocols for its Dubai campus in light of recent
incidents involving international students?

2. What formal steps is RIT taking to ensure that students and faculty at the Dubai campus can engage
in critical scholarship without fear of state-level retaliation?

3. What specific legal or diplomatic support protocols does the university have in place for students or
staff who might face detention or deportation related to their academic or peaceful expression?

4. Does the university maintain an emergency legal support framework or dedicated diplomatic liaison
for community members participating in RIT programs in the UAE?

We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,

Skyline International for Human Rights Team
media@skylineforhuman.org
www.skylineforhuman.org
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